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completion of a driver's license or identification card
application, renewal, or change of address.

1. If the applicant chooses to register to vote or to
update a voter registration record:

a. All applicable information received by the De-
partment of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles in the
course of filling out the forms necessary under subsec-
tion (1) must be transferred to a voter registration
application.

b. The additional necessary information must be
obtained by the driver’s license examiner and must not
duplicate any information already obtained while com-
pleting the forms required under subsection (1).

c. A voter registration application with all of the
applicant’s voter registration information required to
establish the applicant’s eligibility pursuant to s. 97.041
must be presented to the applicant to review and verify
the voter registration information received and provide
an electronic signature affirming the accuracy of the
information provided.

2. If the applicant declines to register to vote,
update the applicant’s voter registration record, or
change the applicant’s address by either orally declining
or by failing to sign the voter registration application, the
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles must
note such declination on its records and shall forward
the declination to the statewide voter registration
system.

(3) For the purpose of this section, the Department
of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, with the
approval of the Department of State, shall prescribe:

(a) A voterregistration application that is the same in
content, format, and size as the uniform statewide voter
registration application prescribed under s. 97.052; and

(b) A form that will inform applicants under subsec-
tion (1) of the information contained in paragraph (2)(a).

(4) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles must electronically transmit completed voter
registration applications within 24 hours after receipt to
the statewide voter registration system. Completed
paper voter registration applications received by the
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles shall
be forwarded within 5 days after receipt to the super-
visor of the county where the office that processed or
received that application is located.

(5) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles must send, with each driver’s license renewal
extension application authorized pursuant to s.
322.18(8), a uniform statewide voter registration appli-
cation, the voter registration application prescribed
under paragraph (3)(a), or a voter registration applica-
tion developed especially for the purposes of this
subsection by the Department of Highway Safety and
Motor Vehicles, with the approval of the Department of
State, which must meet the requirements of s. 97.052.

(6) A person providing voter registration services for
a driver license office may not:

(a) Seek to influence an applicant’s political pre-
ference or party registration;

(b) Display any political preference or party alle-
giance;
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(c) Make any statement to an applicant or take any
action the purpose or effect of which is to discourage the
applicant from registering to vote; or

(d) Disclose any applicant’s voter registration infor-
mation except as needed for the administration of voter
registration.

(7) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles shall collect data determined necessary by the
Department of State for program evaluation and report-
ing to the Election Assistance Commission pursuant to
federal law.

(8) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles must ensure that all voter registration services
provided by driver license offices are in compliance with
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

(9) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles shall retain complete records of voter registra-
tion information received, processed, and submitted to
the statewide voter registration system by the Depart-
ment of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles. These
records shall be for the explicit purpose of supporting
audit and accounting controls established to ensure
accurate and complete electronic transmission of re-
cords between the statewide voter registration system
and the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles.

(10) The department shall provide the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles with an electronic
database of street addresses valid for use as the legal
residence address as required in s. 97.053(5). The
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles shall
compare the address provided by the applicant against
the database of valid street addresses. If the address
provided by the applicant does not match a valid street
address in the database, the applicant will be asked to
verify the address provided. The Department of High-
way Safety and Motor Vehicles shall not reject any
application for voter registration for which a valid match
cannot be made.

(11) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles shall enter into an agreement with the depart-
ment to match information in the statewide voter
registration system with information in the database of
the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
to the extent required to verify the accuracy of the
driver’'s license number, Florida identification number,
or last four digits of the social security number provided
on applications for voter registration as required in s.
97.058.

(12) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles shall enter into an agreement with the Com-
missioner of Social Security as required by the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 to verify the last four digits of
the social security number provided in applications for

voter registration as required in s. 97.053.
History.—s. 13, ch. 94-224; s. 2, ch. 2002-189; s. 9, ch. 2005-278.

97.0575 Third-party voter registrations.—

(1) Prior to engaging in any voter registration
activities, a third-party voter registration organization
shall name a registered agent in the state and submit to
the division, in a form adopted by the division, the name
of the registered agent and the name of those
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individuals responsible for the day-to-day operation of
the third-party voter registration organization, including,
if applicable, the names of the entity’s board of directors,
president, vice president, managing partner, or such
other individuals engaged in similar duties or functions.
On or before the 15th day after the end of each calendar
quarter, each third-party voter registration organization
shall submit to the division a report providing the date
and location of any organized voter registration drives
conducted by the organization in the prior calendar
quarter.

(2) The failure to submit the information required by
subsection (1) does not subject the third-party voter
registration organization to any civil or criminal penalties
for such failure, and the failure to submit such informa-
tion is not a basis for denying such third-party voter
registration organization with copies of voter registration
application forms.

(3) A third-party voter registration organization that
collects voter registration applications serves as a
fiduciary to the applicant, ensuring that any voter
registration application entrusted to the third-party
voter registration organization, irrespective of party
affiliation, race, ethnicity, or gender shall be promptly
delivered to the division or the supervisor of elections. If
a voter registration application collected by any third-
party voter registration organization is not promptly
delivered to the division or supervisor of elections, the
third-party voter registration organization shall be liable
for the following fines:

(@) A fine in the amount of $50 for each application
received by the division or the supervisor of elections
more than 10 days after the applicant delivered the
completed voter registration application to the third-
party voter registration organization or any person,
entity, or agent acting on its behalf. A fine in the amount
of $250 for each application received if the third-party
registration organization or person, entity, or agency
acting on its behalf acted willfully.

(b) A fine in the amount of $100 for each application
collected by a third-party voter registration organization
or any person, entity, or agent acting on its behalf, prior
to book closing for any given election for federal or state
office and received by the division or the supervisor of
elections after the book closing deadline for such
election. A fine in the amount of $500 for each
application received if the third-party registration orga-
nization or person, entity, or agency acting on its behalf
acted willfully.

(c) A fine in the amount of $500 for each application
collected by a third-party voter registration organization
or any person, entity, or agent acting on its behalf, which
is not submitted to the division or supervisor of
elections. A fine in the amount of $1,000 for any
application not submitted if the third-party registration
organization or person, entity, or agency acting on its
behalf acted willfully.

The aggregate fine pursuant to this subsection which
may be assessed against a third-party voter registration
organization, including affiliate organizations, for viola-
tions committed in a calendar year shall be $1,000. The
fines provided in this subsection shall be reduced by
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three-fourths in cases in which the third-party voter
registration organization has complied with subsection
(1). The secretary shall waive the fines described in this
subsection upon a showing that the failure to deliver the
voter registration application promptly is based upon
force majeure or impossibility of performance.

(4)(@) The division shall adopt by rule a form to elicit
specific information concerning the facts and circum-
stances from a person who claims to have been
registered by a third-party voter registration organiza-
tion but who does not appear as an active voter on the
voter registration rolls.

(b) The division may investigate any violation of this
section. Civil fines shall be assessed by the division and
enforced through any appropriate legal proceedings.

(5) The date on which an applicant signs a voter
registration application is presumed to be the date on
which the third-party voter registration organization
received or collected the voter registration application.

(6) The civil fines provided in this section are in
addition to any applicable criminal penalties.

(7) Fines collected pursuant to this section shall be
annually appropriated by the Legislature to the depart-
ment for enforcement of this section and for voter
education.

(8) The division may adopt rules to administer this

section.
History.—s. 7, ch. 2005-277; s. 2, ch. 2007-30.

97.058 Voter registration agencies.—

(1) Each voter registration agency must provide
each applicant the opportunity to register to vote or to
update a voter registration record, at the time the
applicant applies for services or assistance from that
agency, for renewal of such services or assistance, or
for a change of address required with respect to the
services or assistance.

(2) Each voter registration agency, other than a
public library, must develop and provide each applicant
with a form approved by the department containing all of
the following:

(a) The questions:

1. “If you are not registered to vote where you live
now, would you like to apply to register to vote today?”

2. “If you are registered to vote where you live now,
would you like to update your voter registration record?”

(b) For agencies providing public assistance, the
statement, “Applying to register or declining to register
to vote will not affect the amount of assistance that you
will be provided by this agency.”

(c) Boxes for the applicant to check which indicate
that:

1. The applicant would like to register to vote or
update a current voter registration;

2. The applicant would like to decline to register to
vote; or

3. The applicant is already registered to vote and
does not need to update the voter registration,

together with the statement, “If you do not check any
box, you will be considered to have decided not to
register to vote or update a voter registration at this
time.”
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